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Synopsis

Recounts the life of the architect whose projects included designing the Hearst Castle at San

Simeon, California.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 7-9-- Because Morgan preferred to let her work speak for her, the first substantial biography
of her ( Julia Morgan, Architect Abbeville Pr, 1988 by Sara Holmes Boutelle) wasn’t written until 30
years after her death. Thus, it may be somewhat remarkable--and unfortunate--that two biographies
for young readers so similar in content have been published in the same year. Either would be
valuable but few libraries will need both. Wadsworth capably traces Morgan’s unprecedented
accomplishments, emphasizing her professional life a bit more than Cary James does in Julia
Morgan (Chelsea House, 1990). There is some duplication of the black-and-white illustrations, but in
Wadsworth’s book, the photographs are cropped more closely and the reproduction is better.
Several full-color photographs, which more adequately reflect the splendor of William Randolph
Hearst’'s San Simeon, are also included. Those interested in further reading will find a mixed
assortment of adult and juvenile books, including Boutelle’s extensive study and several general
books on architecture. A list of selected buildings designed by Morgan, many of which still stand, is
appended. --Jeanette Larson, Mesquite Public Library, TXCopyright 1991 Reed Business

Information, Inc.



The American Institute of Architects (AlA) awarded their 2014 Gold Medal to Julia Morgan!
Extremely deserving in her own right, and long overdue for international recognition like this, she is
also the first woman to be so honored since the AIA began bestowing this medal in 1907. A Morgan
joins such architectural luminaries as |.M. Pei, Frank Lloyd Wright, Thomas Jefferson

(posthumously), and Frank Gehry as recipients of the AIA Gold Medal.

| read this aloud to my nine-year-old, who wants to be an architect. Julia Morgan is the kind of figure
| wish kids learned more about in school. Her story told us about changes in the roles of women, the
value of hard work, the history of California, and so much more. The writing could have been more

engaging at times, but the subject was great and it made for fun bedtime reading.

This was a quick read with lots of good biographical information. For her time, Julia was quite the
mover and shaker in a very quiet and unassuming way. If you like California history, women’s issues
or architecture, | believe you will find this a good read.

Everything fine

Children’s history book.

This book is written at a younger reader level, (for a teen), but still, very informative and great

pictures as well.

This was a gift to replace the one my grandma had, that | lost. She loved it! And it wasn’t expensive

either. Great deal!

| did.

A three-star only because this book is very short and written for a much younger age group - like

maybe elementary children. Fascinated with Julia Morgan, however. What an amazing person.
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